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DEPARTMENT OF STATE N

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: April 16, 1948

SUBJECT: PUBLICITY ON BOGOTA INTELLIGENCE REPORTS

 CIA - Bear Admirael R, H. Hillenkostter
PARTICIPANTS: 8/8 - ¥r. B 1 i
BivA~ Er. Armstrong

COPIES TO: Fne PM"T
’\M, M :

are 11408

Upon entering Admiral Millenkoetterfa aoffice, bhs sald to

Mr. Armatrong, "Well, I kept You off the spot, didntt I'™ To
- thig Mr. Mmatrong replied, "Perhaps, but you sertainly put

the State Department on it.™ Admirel Hillenkosttor sdmitted

*
1

Admirel Hillenkoetter then descoribed ths circumstances of
the bearing before the Committes headed by Congrezsman Clarence
Brown on the preceding day. He sald that the statement whioch
he hed made before the Cosmittes had besn shown to Admirsl Leahy
(and indigeted that the Prasident had hesn sonsulted Iin the
matter) and that he had then shom it to Sesretsary Forrestal.
Es atated that idmirel Lesahy and Sesrstary Forrestal had told
bim to go ahead with the statement even if it involved a publie
hearing. Aduirel Hillenkostter gtated that ths hearing belfore
the Committes had deen first in oxecutive mesaion, but that
upon its completion, the Chalyman hed cslled in the presz snd
required him to rexd his atatemant again to the reportsrs.

Mr. Eunwlsine requested Admirel Hillenkostter to esxplain
hisg references in his testimony to the CIA report lllaﬂgly
"sonsored" by s ¥r. O. J. Liber:t at Bogotd. Admirel snioetter
Pioked up & weworandum, & copy of which is attached, and read it.

The
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The memorandum had boen prepared, he sald, by the CIA Agent -
in Hogots and was an explanation of the A-eng's {

thetructions £3 CIA in Washington that the messegs he sent on =

Mareh 25rd should not be forwarded to the Stats Department.

Nr. Humelsine and Mr. Armstrons moted that the statement did not

indicate that Ambasgador Beaulac had interposed any objestlion

to the message belng transmitted to the State Department and that

the CIA Agent bad accepted unquestioningly the authority of an

siministrative ofricer of the Intsernational Conferences Division

83 surficient to block ths transmissicn of the mesaage. MHr. Amme-

strong asiked vhy the Agent had not gone baek to the Ambassador

and urged the sending of the informmtion, if he thought 1t was

important. Admirel Hillenkostter respondsd that the Agent had .

to "live™ with the HEmbassy and therefore could pot afford to

&ntagonize the pergonnel there.

Mr. Humelsine then said to Admiral Hillenkoetter, ™It ia
inconceivable to me that you personally could have had ihe in-
formation to which your man & ttached such importance and not
have sent it toc the Department regardless of Your subordinate'n
instructions from Bogota.' Adwiral Hillenkoetter replied that
in hindsfght he felt he should have done sc and that, in fact,
when the informution was receslved, on or about March 235, he had
suggested doing so, Howevar, in a discussion of the mstter with
his Deputy, Genoral 2. K. Wright, hia Exegutive Jfficer,
Captalin Ford, and Colonel alloway, the Deputy Director for
Special Operations, he had been advised mgalnst doing so :n thas

s that thelr man in Bogote would be plsced iIn serious trouble
vis=-a-vis the Amcassador and ths stafl.

Acmiral Hillenkoetter went on to indicats the gensrzl
charaster of the difficulties which his ovorseas covert operatlons
have ensountersd at various posts. He particu-
larly referred to a situation

and polnted out that ihe
mad lad gone ;Hin Deptember 1 and had not aa yet Cesn
able to make' offfaial report or even send official word of -
his arrival on duty. Mr. Humolsine sald thui thiz was news to

him and, 1t being a serious matiter, would be investl-ated ut once.

Admirel Hillenkoetfter then recited the history of the efiorts
CIn has mude to obtaln departmental agreement to the snlargement
of 1its overseas staff snd sald that sincs July 1347 hs had bewn -
trylng to Jset _qm & ditional number of agents { .
without success. He stated that he had talked to iir. Paurlfoy
about 1t lust Tall and had at first found him sympathetic to nls
request «nd to the Cla's staffing problem. After a further delay,
Mr. Pouriioy had written him To the effect that the sdditlional

assi:nments
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an-ipnmlntl not only would not be .ranted, bubt that by Junuary
lat the overseas force would have to be redured to no more then
200 agents. He rooslled that Wr, PFoeurifoy had subseguently told
hix that be had simed tiis lotter only with "rrasat reluctance”,
Admirel Hillenkcetier r~ ounted convers&tions which he had had
with Mr. Armour, Mr. Neel, Mr. havndal, and others on the aubjaect
in which the divergence of views on the function of CIA in the
rield becames apparent, He gtated that he had alac talked to
Sgcrstary Porrestal and that the latter had talked to ¥r. Lovetb,
It hxd been sgreed between them thut the Committes survoying

CIA operitions headed by Mr., Allen Uulles would attempb t

resclve the lmpusse.

Admirel Hillenkoetter sald that the CIX had been unjuati-

_ fiably, in his opinlon, put on the spok by the Stste Lepartment's
failure to releaso publicly the informstion whieh had been zlven
by Lineoln white at & Thursday svening, April l5th, presa ccnroro1co
snd that he thought the Department deserved whatever heat mi. ht
now be on it., Mr, Humelsine polnted out that the Stats Depari=
ment looked upon this situztlon s belng the responsibility orf
the Exeaqutive sranch of the Governmsnt, not of onedepartmsnc
which could diselaim respconsibllity 5y shifting the burden to
anothar, iHe asked the Director why he had not informed the
Department that CIa was undsry pressure and regussted i{ts coopora-
tion. Mr. Humolsine rectlled to the Director that he had tele-
phoned him, ot Mr. Lovettt's request, when he firszt heard that
therw would be & congressional investigation and had asgked him
1f shere was anything the State Departmsnt could do tc help.
¥r, Armstrons sald that he toc had talephcocnead the Zirector in
the same vein and noted that in nelither case hud the Dirsctor
indicated that thae CIAA wes under dlgturbing pressure or that
the Jtate Departmont could, or should, do anything in the cir-
cumstances.  Admiral Hlllenkoetter referrsd to the Tact that
the newapspers and radio hind continmously indfiomted that Cli
was belng beld accountsbls for the alleged intelligence failure
at Betots and sald that the Tepartment shiculd have known that
the only eorrcotive would be to lxmus a statement on the
quantity and q:nlity of {nformation that had been avallable.

Admirel Hillenkcetter then reverted 5o the difffculties
he has ensountered in petiin; his program implemented throurh
the Stote Lepurtment and tha Forelipn Service uand gald that he
woulli much prefer to have relations with the Departwent cen-
traliced in one office and that 17 Tie could do all of nls

business
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business with Mr. Armstrong's office, he tiought that bstter
results would ensrue, He emphasizsd that his relations with
liv. Armgtrong und the substantive side of intellirence waere
patisfactory, and thet he hoped that the Department would take
ateps to make his rolutions center {n one place. Mr. Humslsine
sald that he thought this wes essantial and should he carrisd
into effeat and he would se report to Mr., Lovett.

In cloaing, Admirel Hillenkoetter stated that if relations
with the Ue toent did not Improve Ln the near futurs

he intended to inform the Presidsnt snd, 1f necessary,
he Congress, that they could not hold him responsible ror obtalne
ing the intelligense informatlion that he is oharged with at
pressnt. le stated thet hs would have te bring the blocking

of his plans by ths Depsrtment to public notice, sinee not, In
soEe oamNes, he is abls to get only 60X or less of the {nformation

ttru;t e should and would get LI hia program were fully put inte
aflTeot. )

$/8 :CHHume) s 1ne s DEM
SA=ArkParmstrong
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on Rarch Juth. explained that he lad Informatlon o the el fect
that Corzmunist pir elements would attewmpt to embarrusas una discredlit
our tecretiry of Ltate wnd the U.S. delegatlon upon arrlvel in do ota,
which was oxdected by the police to be about -~arch Z7th. (e purpose of
his reguest was Lo enible the pellce to provids adequale protection and
thue aveid any Llncldent which might cause the Unlted -tutes or the
Colombian dovarnment smbarrassxent. The pollies lnformution was to the
effect thet tiie Secretery would be assaulted by a hoatlle dmmoaatration
in wileh rotien agge and tometoes would be huried.

th da P
the U.S5. dalogatggn ii ihﬁ Fan American Conferonce, schuduled to cormsnce

e Irmediately upon recelpt of this informmtion the U.d.
Ambasssdor was orally edvised by ms &t his orffice in the -nbassy of
all the detuils.  iio roquested that the informstion be passsd to the
smbasay admlaistrutive O flcer, Mr. Idward Cr uch, and to a #r, O. de
Libert, an officer of the Jivisgion of Internation Conferuces of tho
Stete Uepartosnt, identified to me xus the advance ageat for the U.S.
delegation, |

3. ‘‘he Administrative CIficer and kr, Libort were both ade
viged of these ¢lreumstances and requestsd o supply my office with the
necessary inrormation for sransmission tc the pollice. Jince thare was
fowe Uncertalnty as to the exact arrival dates of Ueneral -urshail
and the U.3, delegation, these pentlomen werse unable te supply the
precise information neaded, but indicated that they would pass thin
information to our offlce whan Known.

4. several conferences wors held thereafter with .r. -iDert
on the subjeot, during the couras 3f wilch I sug -sted tunt .eueral
mursnsll bs saprised of the gravity of the situitlon so that Le ~ight
advise the usmbassy of his specifie plains for urrival at tue lLonlersice.
kr, Libert deoided that & cabls to the :.tate cepartment, no matter how
highly cluasalfled, would pass through toC0 muny hands snd Fould, in his
oprinlen, sause alarm. bHe felt that il 1L were LecessSATy to coramunlioate
with ;eneral mershall on this subjeot L1t would be better [or Lim to
direct an sirmall letssr tc Jeneral Fersiall wideh would o seen by
the -ecretary only. He orncluded therefors tiat he would like the
privilege #f advising ir. Karshall nimnelf 1f he felt L1t necesaary
in the circumstanses.”

5 Limedimtely therealftsr I rsquested three rnroven Y. UPCOS, .

N I { j, to report at ;

Ence, &0F ConiilXing iNiOrmat.on. Un 23 sapch recelved & report
| | B

that the Communista had devised P to demonstrate acalnst f
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Seeretuyy Harshall sod the V.S5. velegutlion upon thelr arrival, s&nd that
these demonstrations would involve possible personal molestatisn of ...

porsocclities. <Since this Infopmation confirmed tie raport we had
esrller recclved I felt cbliped Lo urge upon #r. nisert
the neceasity of Eupplyin-' us th infcrmition on the Lecreturs's w:rlval

.ven &t that lute dube, 1t was not known spocificelly what .jeneral
~arshall's plans were and since Nr. Libert =till felt tnat no:ico

to ‘eneral iiershull mirht cause undue alarm, i elected tc send & cabvla
te as:lun-ton Seadquarterscutliningthe situstion sus stuted « cve, and
indloating kr, !lbert': position in the matter. Ny purpose In sending
the cuble was to ladicate that the information was 1in cur hands and
that we had done everything within our power 0 make the information
avallable to the arbassador and to the State Jepartment's advance agent
for tha d.l-gntos. #: request that the informution be not pasaed to
the State iermartment was made solely because uf lr. Libert's sxpressed
wishas that nny cormunicatlion of this matter to »ashinston be handled
b, him,
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